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NEWS-LETTER.  NOVEMBER.  1916.  NO.  5 

To  the  National  and  State  Officers  and  Members  of  the  N.S.U.S.D.  / 81 2: 

As  the  year  1916-17  opens  for  the  National  Society  United  States  Daughters  of 
1812,  all  our  members  through  their  President  National  express  their  deep  sympathy 
and  sorrow  for  out  Honorary  President  National,  Mrs.  Slade,  in  ithe  great  grief  that  has 
come  to  her  in  the  loss  of  her  only  child,  Mrs.  William  Murray  Crombie,  wbo  was 
also  a charter  member  of  this  So'ciety.  The  Great  Reaper  has  taken  from  us  another 
charter  member,  Mrs.  William  Hunter  House,  of  the  Dolly  Madison  Chapter,  Pitts- 
burgh. Mrs.  Sydney  Harvey  Sherman,  an  hon'orary  member  of  the  Vermont  Society, 
and  mother  of  our  Past  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Jenne,  'has  also  gone  higher.  Many  have  been 
taken  from  us,  and  to  their  sorrowing  families  and  friends  we  extend  our  sympathy. 
It  is  a truism  to  say  that  their  greatest  comfort  will  be  found  in  work  for  others.  In 
this  Society  they  can  find  an  opportunity  for  devoted  service  to  home  and  country. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  second  year  of  the  present  administration  there  is  every 
reason  for  encouragement  and  congratulation.  Our  state  societies  are  active  and  eager 
in  their  work,  and  in  addition  to  growth  in  membership  have  accomplished  much  of 
constructive  historical  importance,  a brief  summary  of  which  will  be  given  in  this 
News-Letter. 

From  May  1 to  October  12,  163  new  members  have  been  admitted  to  the  Society. 
This  is  88  more  than  during  the  same  months  last  year,  or  a gain  of  more  than  10s0k 
per  cent.  These  new  members  are  distributed  as  follows.  Missouri  29;  New 
York,  26;  New  Jersey,  18;  Illinois,  11;  Virginia,  10;  Nebraska,  Maine,  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, each  8;  Wisconsin,  7;  Mississippi,  6;  District  of  Columbia  and  Alabama,  each  5; 
Indiana,  Kansas,  and  Arkansas,  each  3;  Texas  and  Delaware,  each  2;  Colorado,  Georgia, 
Tennessee,  Maryland,  Michigan,  South  Carolina,  West  Virginia,  Louisiana,  and  Con- 
necticut, each  1. 

One  new  chapter  has  been  formed  during  the  summer  months,  the  James  Madison 
Chapter  of  Madison,  Wisconsin,  with  Mrs.  Edwin  H.  Van  Ostrand,  regent. 

Mrs.  Williard  T.  Block  of  Chicago  has  been  appointed  Special  Secretary  National 
by  the  President  National,  and  her  appointment  has  been  confirmed  by  the  National 
Board. 

The  resignation  of  Mrs.  Harry  T.  Inge  as  Curator  National  was  accepted  with 
regret  by  the  Board,  and  the  vacancy  was  filled  by  the  unanimous  election  of  Mrs. 
Llewellyn  M.  Leighton  of  Portland,  Maine,  thus  giving  New  England  representation 
upon  the  Board. 

The  National  Society  having  endorsed  last  April  the  movement  for  a permanent 
memorial  chapel  to  Clara  Barton  in  the  city  of  Washington,  the  National  Board  voted 
to  give  $25  to  the  Clara  Barton  Memorial  Association  (Mrs.  John  A.  Logan,  president) 
as  a slight  token  of  its  appreciation  of  Clara  Barton’s  lifelong  devotion  to  the  needs 
of  suffering  humanity,  noit  only  in  war,  but  in  peace. 

The  National  Society  has  been  asked  to  contribute  a memorial  to  the  Washington 
Chapel  at  Valley  IFonge.  The  Board  appointed  a committee  with  Miss  Mclnnes  of 
Norristown,  Pennsylvania,  chairman,  to  consider  this,  and  report  at  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Board.  Washington  was.  “first  in  peace”  during  the  period  following  the  Revo- 
lution, which  the  National  Society  U.  S.  D.  1812  commemorates.  It  would  be  quite 
impossible  for  the  National  Treasury  to  defray  the  expense  of  a memorial  worthy  of 
the  Society,  except  by  contributions  from1  the  state  societies.  The  latter  are  therefore 
requested  to  bear  in  mind  that  they  may  be  asked  to  contribute  to  a strictly  U.  S.  D. 
1812  memorial  at  Valley  Forge,  and  that  they  can  honor  this  Society  more  by  united 
than  by  scattered  effort. 

Your  President  National  has  accepted  an  invitation  from  the  American  Historical 
Association  to  deliver  an  address  upon  the  historical  work  of  the  U.  S.  D.  1812  at 
Cincinnati,  December  27  next,  when  the  Association  holds  its  annual  meeting  there. 


House  Joint  Resolution  230  failed  of  passage  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  partly 
because  it  was  introduced  so  late  in  the  session.  It  was  favorably  (reported  out  of  the 
House  Co'mmititee.  Your  National  Board  voted  to  support  it  again  at  the  coming 
session  in  December.  This  is  the  resolution  permitting  the  National  Society  U.  S.  D. 
1812  to  report  its  constructive  work  actually  accomplished  to  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion, to  be  by  the  latter  transmitted  to  Congress  and  then  printed  by  the  United  States 
government.  The  request  of  the  June  News-Letter  is  here  repeated:  “Please 

write  your  United  States  senators  and  congressman  urging  that  they  make  it  their 
business  to  secure  the  passage  of  House  Joint  Resolution  230.”  Every  state  presi-, 
dent  was  personally  requested  to  send  such  a letter,  and  this  request  is  also  repeated. 

Letters  and  postals  to  the  number  of  1,217  have  been  written  by  the  President 
National  from  April  29  to  October  31.  From  April  14  to  September  18  she  had  no 
clerk,  so  that  for  five  months  the  National  Society  had  no  clerical  expense. 

Of  the  original  400  charter  members  of  the  National  Society,  63  are  still  on  the 
roll.  As  the  Society  is  nearly  a quarter  of  a century  old,  each  state  may  well  be  proud 
of  its  national  charter  members  and  in  some  way  honor  them,  at  least  by  mention  in 
the  State  Year  Book.  New  York  has  19;  Michigan,  16;  Pennsylvania,  14;  Colorado, 
District  of  Columbia,  Maryland,  and  Ohio,  each  2;  Alabama,  Connecticut,  Illinois,  New 
Jersey,  and  Virginia,  each  1,  and  1 member-at-large. 

Much  interest  was  aroused  by  the  statement  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  number 
of  members  in  each  state.  It  is  evident  that  the  membership  varies  from  day  to  day 
as  new  members  are  added  and  old  members  are  taken  from  us.  It  therefore  seems 
to  your  President  National  that  the  fairest  comparison  can  be  made  by  taking  the 
membership  from  the  Treasurer’s  books  October  1 of  every  year  when  the  per  capita 
tax  is  computed.  According  to  these  books,  dating  from  1902,  New  York  led  in  total 
membership  in  that  year.  In  1903  Pennsylvania  took  the  lead  and  held  it  continuously 
for  nine  years.  In  1912  and  1913  New  York  led.  Missouri  came  to  the  head  in  1914, , 
but  in  1915  and  1916  the  Empire  State  again  leads. 

The  last  week  in  October  your  President  National  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting 
our  state  societies  in  Missouri,  Kentucky,  and  Indiana.  The  Missouri  Society  held  its 
annual  meeting  in  St.  Louis,  and  gave  an  “Honor  Luncheon”  to  the  President  Na- 
tional. Mrs.  Shelton,  state  president,  presided  over  both  business  and  social  meetings 
with  grace  and  dignity.  At  the  luncheon,  Mrs.  Shelton  presented  a large,  beautiful 
silk  flag  with  standard  to  the  General  David  Thomson  Chapter  of  Sedalia,  which  had 
won  it  in  competition  with  the  other  seven  chapters  in  the  state  by  gaining  tne  largest 
number  of  new  members  during  the  year,  namely,  twenty-one.  The  James  Kearney 
Chapter  of  Kansas  City  was  next  with  a gain  of  fifteen.  The  flag  was  received,  ora 
behalf  of  the  chapter,  by  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Cotton,  its  honorary  regent  and  the  lady  fbr 
whom  Sedalia  was  named.  Mrs.  Cotton  is  a granddaughter  and  Mrs.  Shelton  a great 
granddaughter,  of  General  Thomson. 

The  Kentucky  Society  met  in  Louisville.  Its  able  president,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Thomp- 
son, presided,  and  the  next  day  she  gave  a delightful  dinner  party  at  the  Seelbach 
Hotel  to  fourteen  members  of  the  Society,  in  honor  of  the  ‘President  National. 

The  President  of  Indiana,  Mrs.  F.  A.  Morrison,  entertained  the  President  National 
at  luncheon.  .This  was  followed  by  a social  hour  with  the  members,  and  a drive 
through  the  beautiful  park  system  of  Indianapolis. 

Your  President  National  cannot  be  too  grateful  for  the  many  courtesies  shown 
her  as  your  representative,  nor  too  regretful  that  she  is  obliged  to  decline  numerous 
invitations  because  of  the  pressure  of  work  at  headquarters. 

The  next  regular  board  meeting  will  be  held  in  Chicago,  Thursday,  January  11. 
Eleven  members  were  present  at  the  board  meeting  October  12. 

The  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  will  be  held  at  the  New  Willard  Hotel, 
Washington,  D.  C,  business  sessions  opening  at  10.00  A.  M.,  Tuesday,  April  24. 

A number  of  inquiries  have  come  to  headquarters  as  to  the  length  of  service  in 
office  of  the  present  officers.  Misunderstanding  results  from  the  fact  that  the  term 
of  office  in  the  past  has  been  four  years,  but  by  changes  in  the  National  Constitution 
it  is  now  two,  with  the  possibility  of  one  re-election  only.  Thus  the  terms  of  office' 
of  tlmse  elected  in  April,  1915,  expire  next  April,  but  the  ladies  holding  these  offices 
are  eligible  under  the  Constitution  for  re-election,  as  they  will  have  served  but  one 
term.  Thus  Mrs.  Leighton  of  Maine,  Curator,  Mrs.  Johnson  of  Iowa,  Corresponding 
Secretary,  Miss  Mclnnes  of  Pennsylvania,  Fourth  Vice-President,  Mrs.  Iglehart  of 
Maryland,  Second  Vice-President,  and  Mrs.  Wiles,  of  Illinois,  President,  may  be  re- 
elected if  the  Society  so  desires,  and  they  are  willing  again  to  give  their  services. 

STATE  WORK  REPORTED  TO  HEADQUARTERS  SINCE  MARCH,  1916 

Most  of  the  state  societies  and  chapters  have  issued  attractive  Year  Books  giving 
their  year’s  program,  their  by-laws,  and  the  names  and  addresses  of  their  members. 
Connecticut,  District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Missouri,  Nebraska,  and  Ohio  also  publish 
the  names  of  the  ancestors  of  their  members.  This  is  of  genealogical  and  historical 
value.  It  is  also  helpful  to  our  Registrar  National,  Mrs.  Stansfield,  who  is  making  a 
card  catalogue  of  the  ancestors  of  all  the  members  of  this  Society. 

Alabama. — The  Alabama  Charter  Chapter  (Birmingham)  celebrated  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  battle  of  Horseshoe  Bend  by  a banquet  at  the  Southern  Club.  The  table 


held  a large  horseshoe  made  of  red  carnations  and  blue  hyacinths  which  was  sent  to 
Governor  Henderson  as  a reminder  of  the  anniversary. 

The  Octagon  Chapter  (Mobile)  gave  a basket  picnic  at  the  historic  and  beautiful 
“Jackson  Oaks,”  where  Jackson  camped  during  the  V.  ar  of  1812.  The  members  chose 
Saturday  as  the  day  and  invited  the  school  teachers  and  boys  and  girls  to  go  writh 
them.  Dr.  H.  B.  Whitney  of  the  Whitney  Tree  Expert  Company  of  Hutchinson,  Kan- 
sas, was  also  the  guest  of  the  chapter.  He  made  a thorough  examination  of  the  trees, 
and  instructed  the  ladies  how  to  mark  and  protect  them. 

The  Octagon  Chapter  presented  a regulation  service  flag  to  the  Machine  Gun 
Company  of  the  Alabama  National  Guard  upon  its  departure  for  the  Mexico  border, 
The  flagstaff  had  a silver  ring  about  it  upon  which  was  engraved  the  name  of  the 
chapter  and  the  date  of  the  presentation.  Six  patriotic  societies  presented  flags  to 
different  divisions  of  the  militia.  They  were  Octagon  Chapter  U.  S.  D.  1812,  Electra 
Semmes  Colston  Chapter  U.  D.  C.,  Virginia  Continental  Line  C.  A.  R.,  Mobile  Chapter 
D.  A.  R.,  Under  Five  Flags  Chapter  D.  A.  R.,  and  the  Colonial  Dames  of  Alabama. 
Public  exercises  were  held  in  Bienville  Square  and  they  were  said  to  be  the  most 
impressive  ever  held  in  the  city. 

Arkansas. — The  Nicholas  Headington  Chapter  (Little  Rock)  has  received  a dona- 
tion of  $50  for  the  fund  to  erect  a memorial  to  the  soldiers  of  1812  buried  in  Little 
Rock.  Mrs.  G.  W.  Yeatman  of  Philadelphia,  cousin  of  Mrs.  W.  A.  Royston,  has  also 
contributed.  The  chapter  has  now  over  $600  for  this  purpose. 

The  Simon  Bradford  Chapter  (Pine  Bluff)  has  contributed  to  the  city  library 
fund,  and  also  to  the  drinking-fountain  to  be  erected  by  the  Nicholas  Headington 
Chapter  in  Little  Rock. 

The  Chalmette.  Chapter  (Texarkana)  has  assisted  in  patriotic  school  exercises.  It 
gave  a reception  to  its  Organizing  Regent  and  presented  her  with  a handsome  hand- 
bag. 

California. — This  state  Society  on  Flag  Day  presented  a flag  22x11  feet  in  dimen- 
sions to  the  city  of  Los  Angeles  to  wave  over  the  site  of  Fort  Moore.  The  city  erect- 
ed for  it  a steel  flagpole  80  feet  high.  The  exercises  for  raising  the  flag  were  held 
under  the  auspices  of  the  mayor,  the  city  council,  and  the  U.  S.  D.  1812.  All  traces  of 
Fort  Moore  have  disappeared,  but  it  is  said  to  have  guarded  the  little  pueblo  in  the 
troublous  days  of  the  change  from  the  Mexican  to  the  American  government.  The 
first  flagpole  was  erected  at  Fort  Moore  by  the  American  troops  who  occupied  it  in 
1847;  the  second,  by  the  native  sons  and  patriotic  societies  of  Los  Angeles.  This  pole 
fell  in  1914.  The  third  was  erected  by  the  California  Society  U.  S.  D.  1812. 

The  state  society  presented  the  national  insignia  to  its  past  president,  Mrs. 
Dennis,  and  to  its  president,  Mrs.  Wright. 

Colorado. — This  society  made  its  usual  Christmas  gifts  to  the  Civil  War  nurses 
residing  in  Colorado.  It  subscribed  as  members  of  the  Visiting  Nurses’  Association 
of  Denver.  A prize  was  given  to  a pupil  in#  the  Lincoln  School,  South  Denver, 
attaining  the  highest  standing  in  American  history.  A sister  patriotic  society  of 
Colorado,  the  Colonial  Dames,  showed  its  good  judgment  by  electing  as  its  president 
our  own  U.  S.  D.  1812  state  president,  Mrs.  Frank  Wheaton. 

Connecticut. — A picture  of  the  Dupont  powder  wagons,  carrying  powder  to 
Commodore  Perry  on  Lake  Erie,  was  presented  to  a school  in  Fair  Haven. 

District  of  Columbia. — In  accordance  with  its  annual  custom,  this  society  gave 
a handsome  gold  medal  to  the  high-school  student  presenting  the  best  essay  on  a 
subject  relating  to  the  War  of  1812.  Miss  Miriam  Gould  of  Washington  won  the 
medal,  her  subject  being,  “The  Defense  of  New  Orleans.” 

Florida. — Benjamin  Rorabeck,  the  grandfather  of  the  state  president,  Miss  Rorabeck, 
was  born  in  New  York,  and  entered  the  army  in  1814.  In  1824  he  carried  apple  seeds 
from  his  old  home  in  New  York  to  a pioneer  home  in  northwestern  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  planted  them,  and  some  of  the  trees  are  still  living.  Miss  Rorabeck  had  a 
gavel  made  from  this  historic  apple  wood  and  presented  it  to  the  state  society. 

Georgia  placed  our  grave  marker  upon  the  grave  of  Jesse  Carter  Farrar  in  Oakland 
Cemetery  with  elaborate  and  beautiful  ceremonies.  The  grave  had  a monument 
about  four  fecit  high  and  our  marker  was  sunk  into  the  monument  itself,  bringing 
above  it  the  inscription  “Pioneer  Patriot  Soldier.’*  Fay  Wilson  sounded  taps.  He 
performed  a like  service  when  President  McKinley  was  buried.  Five  great-great-grand- 
daughters and  sons  unveiled  the  marker.  The  grave  was  a blanket  of  flowers  and 
the  old  cemetery  itself  a garden.  A magnificent  old  cedar  tree  overshadows  the  grave 
and  is  Nature’s  own  monument,  and  in  this  tree  a large  United  States  flag  was  placed. 
Mr.  Farrar’s  old  gun  and  powder-horn  stood  against  the  monument,  and  after  the 
unveiling  by  the  little  children,  the  older  girl  descendants  placed  a laurel  wreath 
on  the  gun  and  near-by  a bouquet  of  eighteen  snowballs,  one  for  each  state  in  the 
Union  during  the  War  of  1812.  The  flowers  were  tied  with  the  national  colors.  Pat- 
riotic addresses  were  given,  and  the  exercises  were  closed  with  full  military  honors 
by  a detachment  of  the  Second  U.  S;  Cavalry  from  Fort  Oglethorpe,  near-by.  After 
the  exercises  a family  reunion  and  dinner  was  enjoyed  at  “The  Spring.” 

Illinois. — This  society  gave  an  evening  reception  and  musicale  at  the  Congress 
Hotel  in  honor  of  the  National  Board  on  October  12,  Mrs.  Stansfield,  Illinois’  beloved 
president,  acting  as  hostess,  assisted  by  her  state  board.  Mrs.  Earle  gave  a delightful 
luncheon  to  the  board  at  the  South  Shore  Country  Club.  The  board  members  were 
Mrs.  Wiles’  guests  at  luncheon  at  the  Chicago  Woman’s  Club  on  October  11,  and 
remained  foir  the  regular  afternoon  meeting  as  the  guests  of  the  club. 


Donations  of  money  and  books  have  been  given  to  the  state  Traveling  Library 
Committee,  to  the  Chinese  mission  in  Chicago,  and  to  the  Chicago  Home  for  Girls 
Patriotic  exercises  were  held  at  the  Home  for  Girls  by  the  members  of  this  society 
on  "‘Jackson  Day.”  A large  silk  flag  was  given  by  Mrs.  Edmund  G.  Xngersoll  to  the 
society  to  be  presented  in  its  name  to  the  “Hepzibah  Home,”  an  orphans’  home  in 
Oak  Park.  Two  gavels  have  been  presented  to  the  society,  one  by  Mrs.  James  A. 
Ostrom,  of  ebony,  bearing  a silver  band  with  our  insignia  and  an  appropriate  inscrip- 
tion; another  by  Mrs.  Rufus  Bell,  made  of  wood  from  Mount  Vernon. 

On  November  5 the  Sons  of  the  War  of  1812  and  the  U.  S.  D.  1812  of  Illinois 
went  to  the  battle  held  of  Tippecanoe,  near  Lafayette,  Indiana,  where  they  were 
joined  by  the  1812  Daughters  of  the  latter  state.  Exercises  were  held  in  commemora- 
tion of  the  105th  anniversary  of  the  battle,  Mrs.  Wiles,  President  National,  and  Mrs. 
Morrison,  Indiana’s  President,  representing  our  Society  upon  the  program. 

Indiana  contributed  to  a fund  for  a monument  to  “Pioneer  Woman.”  The  society 
took  part  in  the  state  pageant  commemorating  the  centenary  of  Indiana’is  admission  to 
the  Union.  At  a state  meeting  three  Real  Daughters’  pins  were  formally  presented  to 
“three  very  charming  old  ladies.” 

Iowa  co-operated  with  other  patriotic  societies  in  the  enforcement  of  the  state 
flag  law. 

Kentucky  has  assisted  in  the  permanent  preservation  of  the  State  Historical 
Records  of  the  War  of  1812.  The  state  society  will  place  our  marked  upon  the  grave 
of  Zachary  Taylor. 

Louisiana. — The  state  society  has  been  presented  by  the  General  Society  of  the 
War  of  1812  with  a handsome  tablet  to  be  erected  on  the  battlefield  of  Chalmette  to 
the  memory  of  General  David  Bannister  Morgan.  The  tablet  was  sent  from  New 
York  City  by  Dr.  Appleton  Morgan  to  Miss  Mary  C.  Lancaster,  granddaughter  of 
General  Morgan.  Mrs.  Bankston,  state  president,  received  the  tablet  from  Miss  Lan- 
caster, accepted  it  for  the  state  society,  and  thanked  the  General  Society  of  the  War 
of  1812  for  this  beautiful  gift  commemorating  the  patriotic  services  of  General  Morgan 
in  the  battle  of  'New  Orleans. 

A very  valuable  lecture,  showing  much  research  on  “The  Origin  and  Evolution  of 
the  United  States  Flag,”  was  given  in  the  C'abildo.  under  the  auspices  of  our  Society 
and  others  by  Mr.  R.  C.  Ballard  Thurston  of  Louisvtille,  Kentucky,  ex-president 
general  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution. 

Maine. — This  society  has  given  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  dinners  to  needy 
families,  clothing  to  children  and  aged  women,  money  to  a municipal  Christmas  tree, 
to  the  Belgian  Relief  Fund,  and  to  a Real  Daughter,  and  have  joined  with  the  D.  A.  R. 
in  giving  a birthday  luncheon  to  another  Real  Daughter.  The  society  has  started  a 
fund  for  a suitable  memorial  in  honor  of  the  naval  officer,  Alexander  Scammell  Wads 
worth.  It  has  presented  a “Longfellow”  spoon  to  its  state  president,  Mrs.  Walker,  on 
her  birthday. 

Maryland. — This  society  gave  $5  for  the  preservation  of  the  cornerstone  of  the 
first  court  house  in  Maryland  in  St.  Mary’s  County,  $5  for  the  celebration  of  Maryland 
Day,  $5  for  the  Francis  Scott  Key  Scholarship,  $2  to  a sister  society,  and  $50  to.  the 
Red  Cross.  The  July  5th  celebration  cost  $1251,  $360.33  was  expended  for  patriotic 
work.  This  society  joined  other  patriotic  societies  in  a banquet  on  “Maryland  Day.” 

Michigan. — A six-foot  regulation  army  storm  flag  was  purchased  with  funds  con- 
tributed by  friends,  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Annie  Strong  Barrows,  state  treasurer  of  the 
U.  S.  D.  1812  and  registrar  of  the  Dames  of  the  Loyal  Legion,  and  at  a monthly  meet- 
ing this  flag  was  formally  presented  to  the  “Dames”  by  the  state  president  of  the  U.  S. 
D.  1812,  Mrs.  Campbell. 

Mississippi  has  set  in.  motion  a plan  to  raise  funds  for  a monument  to  mark  the 
grave  of  Colonel  Thomas  Hinds,  a hero  of  the  War  of  1812,  for  whom  the  chapter  is 
named,  as  is  also  Hinds  County.  As  a beginning,  Mrs.  Thompson  donated  copies  of 
her  song,  “Yesterday,”  to  each  member  present  to  be  disposed  of  in  the  interest  of 
this  movement.  This  society  joined  with  other  patriotic  societies  and)  federated  clubs 
to  secure  the  passage  of  a bill  to  restore  Mississippi’s  uniquely  beautiful  old  capital 
building,  and  now  this  restoration  is  under  way.  The  society  took  part  in  the 
Memorial  Day  program  on  April  26.  . , . , 

Missouri— The  Rebecca  Wells  Heald  Chapter  of  O’Fallon  gave  a largely  attended 
pageant  representing  the  town  story  from  the  coming  of  the  white  man  to  the  Indian 
camp,  down  to  the  present  time. 

The  story  of  the  winning  of  a flag  by  the  General  David  Thomson . Chapter 
(Sedalia)  has  been  given  above.  This  chapter  was  also  presented  in  August  with  a flag 
by  the  descendants  of  General  Thomson,  in  appreciation  of  the  chapter  s taking  his 
name,  and  giving  a clock  to  Pettis  County  Court  House  in  'his  ^o*Jor  This  town 
clock”  was  presented  with  impressive!  evening  ceremonies  August  21,  191o.  It.  shows 
the  time  of  day  on  four,  dials  facing  north,  south,  east,  and  west,  and  at  night  is 
illuminated.  It  strikes  the  hour  and  half-hour  on  a great  800-pound  bell  that  will  be 
heard  in  all  pants  of  the  city.  This  clock  cost  about  $1,500,  of  which  the  honorary 
regent  of  the  chapter,  Mrs.  Cotton,  contributed  half.  Mrs..  Shelton,  state  president, 
made  the  presentation  address.  General  Thomson  was  born  in  Richmond,  Virginia,  m 
1775.  He  led  the  Kentucky  troops  to  victory  in  the  battle  of  the  Thames  and  in  1834 
went  west  from  Kentucky  to  Pettis  County,  Missouri,  where  he  died,  in  1861,  honored 
and  loved  by  all.  Many  of  his  descendants  are  members  of  this  society. 

Nebraska. — This  society  has  given  ten  dollars  for  a life  membership  in  the 
“Nebraska  Memorial  Association”  which  is  marking  the  Old  Tj'al'f  v^L^tr^nke 
It  has  given  $5  to  the  Belgian  Relief  'Fund.  It  has  placed  a bench  of  Vermont  granite 


a*  j' ^ Farnam  Sreet  entrance  to  Taylor  Park  in  Omaha,  in  memory  of  its  organizing 
and  first  state  president,  who  died  in  Paris  three  years  ago.  This  bench  is  5 feet 
long,  20  inches  wide,  and  18  inches  high.  On  the  top  of  the  bench  is  carved  the 
insignia  of  the  Society  and  this  inscription:  “In  Memoriam,  Nettie  Collins  Gates” 
I he  front  edge  has  these  words:  “Erected  1916,  Nebraska  Society  United  States 
Daughters  of  1812.”  Mrs.  Stubbs,  state  president,  presided  at  the  unveiling:  Mrs. 
William  Archibald  Smith  drew  aside  the  flag.  Mrs.  George  B.  Dart,  honorary  state 
president,  made  the  presentation  address,  and  the  city  attorney  accepted  the  bench 
on  behalf  of  the  city. 

_New  Jersey — This  society  maintains  a scholarship  in  the  Messier  School  at 
McKee,  Kentucky.  It  has  also  contributed  to  bettering  conditions  in  the  “Piney 
Belt”  of  New  Jersey.  This  society  placed  two  very  handsome  historical  tablets  in 
May  and  June  (see  June  News-Letter). 

New  York  has  given  $500  to  assist  in  establishing  once  more  in  their  homes  at 
the  close  of  the  war  the  brave  Montenegrin  families  who  are  now  refugees;  $50  has 
been  given  to  the  newly  formed  Blue  Cross  Society  to  relieve  the  terrible  suffering  of 
ammals  wounded  in  the  war;  $100  has  been  given  to  assist  in  restoring  the  Nicholas 
Herkimer  Homestead;  $8,000  -has  been  spent  in  the  “Talks”  of  the  talented  Miss 
Janet  Richards,  given  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria,  on  “Public  Questions  of  the  Day.”  The 
pension  fund  has  been  an  unceasing  help  to  several  members. 

The  Andrew  Jackson  Chapter  has  given  $50  toward  Montenegrin  relief. 

The  Frigate  Constitution . Chapter  has  devoted  its  time  to  the  “men  in  the 
trenches.”  It  has  sent  200  knitted  mufflers,  body  bands,  and  wristlets,  175  pairs  of 
warm  socks,  and  14  Lafayette  kits. 

The  Commodore  Oliver  Hazard  Perry  Chapter  placed  a bowlder  and  tablet  on 
the  State  Highway  in  Ilion  Gorge,  bearing  the  following  inscription: 

“On  the  farther  bank  of  the  stream  stood  the  forge  where 
Eliphalet  Remington,  2d,  made  the  first  Remington  gun. 

1816  1916 
This  tablet  erected  by  the  Commodore  Oliver  Hazard  Perry 
Chapter,  United  States  Daughters  of  1812  of  Ilion,  New  York.” 

The  tablet  also  has  a representation  of  the  old  smithy.  The  unveiling  exercises,  which 
one  thousand  persons  attended,  were  a part  of  the  three-day  celebration  of  the  Reming- 
ton centenary.  Eliphalet  Remington  2d  was  one  of  the  “safety  militia”  formed  for 
protection  in  the  Mohawk  Valley,  against  the  Indians  and  British,  preceding  and 
during  the  War  of  1812.  The  presentation  address  was  by  Mrs.  Frank  D.  Callan, 
chapter  regent;  and  the  unveiling  by  Mrs.  Ida  Remington  Squire,  granddaughter  of 
Eliphalet  Remington,  2d.  An  address  was  given  by  Mrs.  Slade,  New  York  state 
president  and  Honorary  President  National. 

The  Niagara  Frontier  Buffalo  Chapter  has  placed  a bronze  tablet  on  the  “Old 
Castle”  at  Fort  (Niagara  with  this  inscription: 

“This  house,  the  Castle  of  Fort  Niagara,  was  built  by  the  French  in  1726,  approxi- 
mately on  the  site  occupied  by  LaSalle,  1678,  and  DeNonville,  1687.  Taken  by  the 
British,  1759,  it  was  held  by  them  as  a base  of  warfare  against  the  American  frontier 
during  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  First  occupied  by  the  United  States,  1726,  retaken 
by  the  British  on  December  9,  1813,  coming  finally,  May  22,  1815,  under  the  flag  of 
the  United  States  of  America.  This  tablet  erected  by  the  Niagara  Frontier  Buffalo 
Chapter,  National  Society  United  States  Daughters  of  1812.”  The  tablet  was  pre- 
sented to  the  United  States  government  on  behalf  of  the  chapter  by  its  regent,  Mrs. 
John  Miller  Horton. 

Ohio.— On  the  anniversary  of  Commodore  Perry’s  birth  and  death,  August  23, 
the  chapter  bearing  his  name  (Cleveland)  placed  a wreath  of  magnolia  leaves  tied 
with  the  blue  and  grey  ribbon  of  the  Society  upon  his  grave  in  Island  Cemetery, 
Newport,  Rhode  Island.  He  died  at  sea  on  his  thirty-fourth  birthday  of  yellow  fever, 
and  his  body  was  fiinst  interred  at  Trinidad,  but  in  1826,  by  act  of  Congress,  was 
removed  by  the  United  States  to  Newport,  his  home.  A tall  shaft  marks  the  spot, 
and  the  state  of  Rhode  Island  cares  for  the  lot.  The  Mercury  of  Newport,  one  of  the 
oldest  newspapers  in  the  United  States,  thanked  the  chapter  for  its  “graceful  act.” 

On  the  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie,  the  chapter,  according  to  its  annual 
custom,  placed  a wreath  on  the  Perry  Monument  in  Gordon  Park,  Cleveland. 

The  chapter  presented  a large  American  flag  to  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the 
United  States  District  Court  at  the  ceremonies  incident  to  the  reception  given  the 
newly  naturalized  citizens  last  spring  in  the  federal  court  room.  Mrs.  George  T. 
McIntosh,  regent,  made  the  presentation  speech.  The  music  on  this  occasion  was 
provided  by  an  orchestra  from  the  Walter  Logan  Settlement  of  twenty-five  children 
between  ten  and  sixteen  years  of  age,  representing  thirteen  different  nationalities. 

The  state  society  made  its  annual  pilgrimage  to  Put-in-Bay  on  August  29.  Three 
Real  Daughters,  Mesdames  Coe,  Metz,  and  deLauden,  were  able  to  make  the  trip. 

The  state  society  will  place  our  bronze  marker  upon  the  grave  of  William  Henry 
Harrison,  at  North  Bend,  Ohio. 

Miss  Effie  Serena  Wager  and  Mrs.  Perry  L.  Hobbs  prepared  and  presented  to 
the  state  society  a very  valuable  “/Lineage  Book”  in  memory  of  Miss  Wager’s  mother, 
a member  of  the  society.  This  book  gives  the  complete  lineage  of  149  members  and 
the  full  service  of  the  ancestor  through  whom  eligibility  to  membership  is  claimed. 

Pennsylvania. — The  state  society  voted  $50  to  “a  mountain  school.”  . The  chief 
work  of  tihe  year  was  placing  a handsome  bronze  tablet  on  the  building  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  which  now  occupies  the  site  of  the  residence  of 


General  Robert  Patterson,  at  the  southwest  corner  of  13th  and  Locust  Streets, 
Philadelphia.  The  inscription  reads: 

In  Memory  of 

Major  General  Robert  Patterson 
A brave  soldier  and  a courteous  gentleman 
Born  January  12,  1792 — Died  August  7,  1881 
Resided  on  this  site  from  1835  to  1881 
Captain  in  Regular  Army  in  War  of  1812 
Major  General  of  Volunteers  in  Mexican  War 
1846-1848 

Major  General  of  Volunteers 
Union  Army  War  of  1861 
(Insignia  of  Order) 

General  Patterson  was  the  father  of  Mrs.  Mitchell,  honorary  president  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Dolly  Madison  Chapter  reports  that  a number  of  members  represented  the 
chapter  at  the  unveiling  of  a memorial  tablet  in  Memorial  Hall  to  the  One  Hundred 
and  Second  Regiment  organized  as  the  ‘‘Pittsburgh  Blues”  during  the  War  of  1812. 
Under  the  auspices  of  this  chapter  six  lectures  on  “First  Aid  to  the  Injured”  were 
given  by  Dr.  F.  D.  Barton  Johnson,  and  the  classes  were  open  to  all  women.  Six 
lectures  on  “Preparedness”  were  given,  also  open  to  non-members. 

The  chapter  joined  the  Woman’s  Section  of  the  Navy  League.  The  chapter  took 
part  in  a pageant  celebrating  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  Pittsburgh’s  incorpora- 
tion as  a city.  For  two  summer  months  the  chapter  gave  flowers  to  the  public  play- 
grounds and  vacation  schools.  Seventy-five  dollars  in  cash  and  also  clothing  were 
given  for  the  Christmas  box  to  be  sent  the  “Hyndman  Industrial  Home”  (Kentucky). 

. The  Keystone  Chapter  has  published  an  attractive  history  of  the  chapter.  It  has 
assisted  two  Real  Daughters  and  sent  a Christmas  box  to  a Real  Daughter  who  is  a 
cripple,  and  has  given  books,  magazines,  and  considerable  money  for  war  relief. 

The  Stephen  Decatur  Chapter  placed  a wreath  on  the  grave  of  Stephen  Decatur 
in  Old  St.  Peter’s  Church  Yard  upon  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-eighth  anniversary 
of  his  birth.  The  chapter  has  sent  supplies  to  the  European  war  sufferers,  has  given 
money  and  provisions  to  needy  Real  Daughters  of  1812,  and  has  sent  flowers  to  the 
sick. 

Texas — The  Oliver  Hazard  Perry  Chapter  (Austin)  reports  that  a medal  given 
General  Zachary  Taylor  'by  the  state  of  Louisiana  was  plowed  up  in  excavating  for 
a building  in  Austin.  The  chapter  endeavored  unsuccessfully  to  have  the  medal  placed 
in  the  state  capitol.  A member  of  the  chapter  has  a large  silk  flag  “28th  Infantry, 
Kentucky,  1812,  Colonel  Thomas  Deye  Owings.” 

The  John  Cavett  Chapter  (Dallas)  held  “sewing  bees”  at  which  they  made  a 
4x6  American  flag  as  a gift  to  the  reading-room  of  the  battleship  “Texas.” 

Vermont — The  state  society  has  purchased  for  $25  a copper  bugle,  played  in  the 
battle  of  Plattsburgh,  fyom  the  son  of  an  old  soldier  who  wished  to  sell  it  to  someone 
who  would  appreciate  its  historic  worth.  He  is  so  pleased  that  it  is  to  be  placed  with 
this  Society’s  relics  in  the  State  Capitol  at  Montpelier,  that  he  has  given  the 
Society  a history  of  the  War  of  1812  written  in  1815- 

Virginia. — The  First  Virginia  Chapter  (Emporia)  has  searched  the  Greenville 
County  records  and  prepared  a list  of  the  commissioned  men  in  the  militia  during  the 
War  of  1812.  It  has  presented  the  County  grammar  School  with  two  framed  pictures, 
one  of  General  Lee  and  his  staff,  and  the  other  a copy  of  the  Howard  Pyle  painting 
of  the  first  wagon  train  carrying  powder  to  Perry  at  Lake  Erie.  It  has  given  four 
volumes  on  American  history  to  the  Emporia  schools.  It  has  stimulated  historical 
study  in  the  high  and  grammar  schools  by  preparing  questions  for  the  use  of  the 
instructors  in  teaching  the  history  of  the  Wiar  of  1812. 

The  Dorothea  Payne  Madison  Chapter  has  placed  the  United  States  govern- 
ment marble  headstone  upon  the  graves  of  nine  soldiers  of  the  War  of  1812.  It 
gave  $5  in  gold  for  the  best  essay  on  the  War  of  1812. 

The  Commodore  H.  H.  Cocke  Chapter  placed  the  'government  headstone  upon 
the  grave  of  Major  John  Baylor  Armistead,  at  Upperville,  Virginia.  It  gave  $25 
to  the  Red  Cross  for  the  Belgian  sufferers. 

Wisconsin. — This  society  led  in  the  number  of  our  bronze  markers  placed  upon 
the  graves  of  heroes  of  1812  during  the  year  1915-16.  Six  of  the  thirty-one  placed 
were  at  the  Soldiers’  Home  and  six  at  Forest  Home,  Milwaukee;  two  were/in  the 
government  cemetery  at  Fort  Winnebago,  one  at  old  Fort  Crawford,  and  the  others 
in  private  burying-grounds.  The  markers  were  placed  on  Memorial  Day  with 
appropriate  exercises  conducted  by  committees  of  the  society. 

This  society  presented  to  its  retiring  president,  Mrs.  Vance,  a silver  vase  with 
flowers. 

The  society  marched  in  a “preparedness  parade.’’  Many  faithful  members  worked 
diligently  in  spite  of  the  great  heat  of  the  summer  to  provide  comforts  for  our  soldiers 
on  the  Mexican  border,  and  $25  was  given  to  the  Red  Cross  for  this  purpose. 

This  very  concise  summary  of  the  work  of  our  society  as  reported  to  headquarters, 
covering  :a  few  months  only,  is  typical  of  the  philanthropic,  educational,  and  patriotic 
purposes  for  which  we  are  organized,  and  which  we  may  proudly  claim  we  are 
forwarding  throughout  our  beloved  country. 

Yours  faithfully, 

ALICE  BRADFORD  WILES, 

President  National 


